
 

Centre Stables 
Trail/Arena Judged Pleasure Rides 

RULE BOOK 

 
1. Definitions  
A. Rules: Shall be specified by the word ‘MUST’/’MUST NOT’. Rules MUST be abided by. They are NOT 
Suggestions.  

B. Suggestions: Shall be specified by the word ‘SHOULD’. Although they do not have to be complied to, they 
are proposals which are recommended by CENTRE STABLES.  
 
2. Divisions of CENTRE STABLES Judged Rides 
A. Junior Division: 7 – 15 years old. This is a competitive division. Juniors MUST wear a SEI/ASTM approved 
riding helmet and be accompanied by an adult rider. One adult rider may accompany up to three junior riders. 
Each Junior MUST provide written authorization from their parent or legal guardian permitting the minor to 
participate in the event. Obstacle difficulty is similar to Pleasure division.  

B. Open Division: 7 years and older. This is a competitive division. Obstacles will be more difficult. Helmets 
are encouraged, but MUST be worn by minors (SEI/ASTM approved riding helmet).  

C. Pleasure Division: 7 years and older. This is a competitive division. Obstacles are less difficult than Open 
Division. Helmets are encouraged, but MUST be worn by minors (SEI/ASTM approved riding helmet).  

 

3. CENTRE STABLES Participant-Event Responsibilities  
A. Proper equestrian attire MUST be worn. NO shorts, sneakers, flip-flops.  

B. A rider SHOULD carry for their use on the trail: lead rope, halter, hoof pick, knife and a bottle of drinking 
water.  

C. Horses MUST be tied to horse trailers or a stall my be rented, if available.  Contact ride host for availability. 
Horses must not be tied to fences or anything that cannot withstand the pressure of a horse pulling back.  

D. Contestants may use portable electric fences or portable corrals if permitted by the Ride Host (excluding 
stallions, see #10).  

E. Participants MUST NOT ride the course or practice the obstacles on the course prior to their event.  

F. All Judge’s decisions are final.  Scoring issues will be taken up with the Ride Host directly.  

 

4. Equipment Regulations for Trail/Arena Rides  
A. Horses MUST wear some form of HEADGEAR, such as a bridle or hackamore.  
I. ALL DIVISIONS: Horses wearing Western styled bits, with ANY length shank (eg. Correctional/ported 
bits/mechanical hackamore) SHOULD be ridden with only one hand from the rider on the reins. Western 
styled snaffles and bosals can be ridden with two hands on the reins.  

II. English style shanked bits (such as a Pelham or a double bridle) may be ridden with two hands on the reins. 
English Snaffle bits or English style bitless bridles including hackamores and bosals may be ridden with two 
hands on the reins.  

IV. Horses MUST NOT wear a halter by itself. If a halter is worn, it MUST be worn with some type of headgear.  
B. Horses MUST wear some type of SADDLE.  

C. Training devices such as martingales (standing, running & German martingales) and tie-downs MUST NOT 
be used during a Trail/Arena Ride. No form of head restraint other than a bridle is permitted.  

D. Bareback pads MUST NOT be used at any time during a Trail/Arena Ride.  

E. Protective Sport Boots are permitted for your horse during a Trail/Arena Ride.  

F. The use of a protective hoof boot for an unshod horse is permitted.  
 
5. Stallions  
A. Stallions are permitted in CENTRE STABLES events but MUST NOT be shown by a minor rider (under the 
age of 18 years of age).  



B. Stallions MUST be identified by securing a yellow ribbon to its tail.  

C. Stallions MUST be double tied to trailers.  

D. Stallions may be kept in permanent stalls, but may not be kept in portable stalls, portable electric or 
portable non-electric pens.  

E. When with other riders, the stallion rider MUST give verbal notification to other participants that he/she is 
riding a stallion.  

F. Stallion riders/handlers must make every effort to ensure the safety of their stallion and the safety of other 
horses, riders, and spectators.  

G. Stallions behaving in an unruly manner may be disqualified and asked to be removed from the premises.  

H. Stallion riders will be disqualified and asked to remove the stallion from the premises if the rider does not 
comply with the “Stallion Handling” rules.  
 
6. Rider Responsibilities  
A. Riders with horses in PA MUST produce appropriate state required coggins papers for their horse to the 
Centre Stables Ride Host. For out of state horses, it is the rider’s responsibility to be aware what is required by 
their individual state to cross state lines. (E.g. Coggins, Health Certificate, Brand Inspections)  

C. The use of any excessive force or unsportsmanlike behavior by a participant directed towards another 
rider/ride staff/equine is subject to disqualification, at a length which will be determined at CENTRE STABLES’s 
discretion.  

D. Alcohol MUST NOT be consumed or carried on a Trail Ride/Arena Ride by a participant before or during the 
event.  

F. Dogs MUST be on a leash at all times. Pets MUST NOT accompany a rider on the trail or in the arena; this 
includes pets on the ground, on the horse, or on the person.  

I. Safety comes first with CENTRE STABLES. However, all riders assume the risk of horseback riding as 
participants in a CENTRE STABLES event. All riders MUST sign a waiver of liability acknowledging their 
assumption of risk in order to participate in a Centre Stables event. This can be sent with your registration 
form or signed at the event.  

J. A rider is considered a minor/Junior if under the age of 18 and MUST wear a SEI/ASTM approved riding 
helmet and MUST have a release form signed by a parent/guardian at the event.  A  minor/junior is not 
eligible for jackpot cash prizes.  
 
7. During a Trail/Arena Ride 
A. A CENTRE STABLES appointed judge has the right to disqualify a competitor from that judged obstacle, or 
the remainder of the event, for whatever reason they see fit.  Whether it is for safety reasons, 
unsportsmanlike conduct, dangerous conditions or unsoundness problems exhibited by their horse.  
I. A judge may instruct a particular rider to dismount at any time without incurring a penalty. For example, a 
judge may instruct a rider to dismount a horse having difficulty in a bog situation.  

II. Riders may dismount voluntarily in bog situations without penalty or disqualification.  
B. A competitor has a set time limit to complete each single judged obstacle. After the elapsed time, the rider 
will be asked by the judge, to move onto the next obstacle, and if the obstacle was not completed, the horse 
& rider will receive a lower score for that obstacle. A competitor may ask to be notified when half their time 
has been completed. (Notification is at the judge discretion).  

C. A competitor MUST only complete obstacles at their division level. For example, a Pleasure Division rider 
MUST NOT complete Open Division obstacles during an event for extra points if they are riding as a Pleasure 
Division rider. Stay in your Division, and complete the obstacles of your division for the entire event.  

D.  Riders MUST stay within the gaits they signed up for.  Alert all riders in the group for gait changes.  No 
Galloping.  No cantering toward camp in the fields. 

E. A rider MUST NOT ‘Pony’ a horse from another horse during a Trail/Arena Ride at any time, with the 
exception of helping another rider to safety. If a rider requires the help of any other rider in the assistance of 
being ‘ponied’, that rider will be disqualified.  



F. A rider may voluntarily dismount from their horse at any time, but MUST remain mounted when moving 
forward. If a rider voluntarily dismounts within an obstacle boundary that horse and rider team will receive a 
low score for that obstacle.  

G. A rider may not lead his horse in order to advance down the trail. If a rider cannot safely maintain forward 
movement down the trail while being ridden, the horse may be led or ‘ponied’ to a place of safety, but the 
rider will receive a disqualification. An example of this may be a water crossing with no alternative route. In 
this case, a horse refusing to cross water may be ‘ponied’ or led across the water, but will incur a 
disqualification.  

H. A rider may stop their horse to water at any stream or pond during a Trail/Arena Ride ride, but a rider 
MUST NOT allow their horse to drink during a judged obstacle. A rider can allow their horse to drink after all 
members of their group have completed the water obstacle.  

I. A ‘Fall’ of a Rider is a disqualification. A ’fall’ of a rider is described as any involuntary dismount. This will be 
based on the honor system.  

J. A ‘Fall’ of a Horse is a disqualification. A ’Fall’ of a horse can be described, as when a horse drops to the 
ground at a point above his knees, such as their shoulders. Any fall which involves the horse falling to their 
knees or below is regarded as a stumble. This will be based on the honor system.  

K. Any harsh or unusual use of bits, spurs, or tack will be penalized by the judges as they see fit. Riders 
SHOULD use tack and ride in the style that is traditional and accepted by their discipline. A trail horse needs 
the use of his head and neck for balance and eyesight, therefore, a soft use of the reins will be appreciated by 
the judges.  

L. A rider MUST NOT interfere with another contestant’s performance of an obstacle. To do so will incur a 
disqualification. (An example of this would be, allowing a horse to water in such a way as to impede the 
movement of another contestant within the obstacle).  

M. No contestant is to knowingly stray from the trail or cut off distance (short cuts). This will result in a 
disqualification. Trails should be WELL MARKED, so getting lost is not an issue. If a rider does get lost, they 
should return to the trail as soon as possible.  

N. A rider MUST NOT ‘double up’ or ‘double ride’ on a single horse at any time during the Trail/Arena Ride. 
Two riders MUST NOT ride the same horse, at the same time.  

O. All Horses MUST finish the Trail Ride and have a ‘sound trot’ which will be determined by a judge, or they 
will incur a disqualification.  

P. If you are at the sight of an obstacle, anywhere within the judge’s realm, that judge may judge the horse 
and rider. For example, a horse misbehaves and refuses to enter through the start cones, points may be 
deducted from that horse and rider score. If a judge can see you, they may judge you.  
 
8. Judging and Scoring in a Trail/Arena Ride 
A. CENTRE STABLES is committed to ensuring Ride Hosts are educated in ensuring consistency in training and 
appointing judges for a Trail/Arena Ride. Discrepancies are inevitable. All scores given during an event are 
FINAL, and MUST NOT be adjusted after the judge has handed in their score cards and they have been 
processed. Competitors DO NOT have the right to protest or object to a score which they have received.  
B. If a score is entered into the system incorrectly, it may be adjusted/fixed to reflect the scores given at the 
event. Contact the Ride Host if there are discrepancies.  It happens sometimes. 

C. Any ties in final scores SHOULD be broken by any (+)’s that were given to the horses/riders. If a tie is still 
present, it may be broken by referring to the hardest obstacle score, and then the next hardest, and so on. In 
an event that scores are equally matched throughout the entire event, the tie is broken by:  
I. Flipping a coin (or)  

II. Set up a new ’in-camp’ obstacle to determine the winner. 
 
9. Rights to Ride  
A. CENTRE STABLES reserves the right to refuse entry or to disqualify participants at its discretion, whether 
circumstances are due to inhumane treatment of animals, payment of debt to CENTRE STABLES, being under 
the influence of alcohol or any other personality altering drug.  



B. CENTRE STABLES management is directly responsible for the evaluation and review of violations within this 
rulebook.  
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